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V. C. Medvei CBE MD FRCP (1905 - 2000)

Dr Cornelius Medvei was born in Budapest and brought up in Vienna which he left, as a refugee from the Holocaust as one of 50 Austrian doctors given asylum in Britain, in November 1938.  On his arrival he retrained as a physician at St Bartholomew’s Hospital.  A polymath with a very broad range of interests and a command of a number of European languages, he had a particular interest in the history and culture of his adopted country.  Almost as soon as he had settled in London, where he remained for the rest of his life, he started to learn about British antique silver and furniture.  

After the war, during which he was a medical officer at The Post Office, he joined the Treasury Medical Service where he remained until retiring from it in 1970.  In those days such a role allowed senior civil servants considerable latitude to pursue their interests during what would now be considered working hours and, as will be gathered from the receipts, he used some of that time to visit his favourite dealers - notably Mrs How of How of Edinburgh for silver and Horace Baxter of HC Baxter and Son (in Fulham Road) for antiques.

I hadn’t realised, until I found these receipts, the extent to which he traded pieces in part exchange for new pieces.  That would account for the number of invoices I have uncovered.  No doubt many more are now lost so it does indicate some pretty active buying and selling.

In 1958 he founded The Society of Silver Collectors and asked Mrs How and Arthur Grimwade (Silver Director of Christie’s) to be honorary advisors to the Society.  I have donated all his Silver Society related papers, including the first volume of minutes of the Society to the Silver Society (to which it changed its name subsequently).  Lucy Morton of The Silver Society can give you any further information on his role at the Society.

Dr Medvei was extremely active in a number of areas, a man who made do with two or three hours sleep a night and filled the rest of his time with work on one area of interest, medical, historical (he wrote a then definitive History of Endocrinology) or another and remained intellectually formidable until the end.  His collections, which were dispersed on his death (his wife having died 11 years before him), rooted him in the history and culture of his adopted country and were a physical manifestation of everything that he loved about it.  

Utterly charming he was very gregarious and very much enjoyed hunting down pieces for his collection and persuading the dealers, many of whom became good friends, to swap / part exchange them or allow him to pay for them over a period of time.
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