Brief Life History of John Philip Downs

Born 28 May 1923 at 111 Shelbourne Rd,  East Tottenham, Middlesex. 1st son to Harry Walter Victor & Gladys May (formerly Telling) Downs.

Moved to 16 Cavenham Gardens Ilford, & attended The Gordon School 1930/31
Attended South Park School 1931-34

Attended County High School for Boys with scholarship 1934-39
Became 20th Ilford (St Alban’s) Scout Patrol leader 1939 & King’s Scout (16yrs)
1938-42 Auxiliary & National Fire Service Duties, Messenger & Control Service

Joined Joseph Travers & Sons Ltd, Cannon St London, Aug 1939-1942.
January 1942 joined Royal Artillery, gunnery training.
April 1942-June ‘44 with 70th Anti-tank regiment RA (Royal Welsh Fusiliers)

July 1944-Jan ’46 with 86 Anti-tank regt. (Devons) Liberation of ‘S-Hertogenbosch.

Feb ‘46-Mar’46 with 55th A/T regt. (Loyal Suffolk Hussars)

Transferred to Intelligence Corps, Bad Driburg. 
Returned to Joseph Travers & Sons, Jan-May 1947

Teaching trainee at Morpeth Secondary school, Bethnal Green. Summer term 1947-’49 teaching History & Geography.

1949-51 Teacher training at Borough Rd College, Isleworth, W London
Return to Morpeth school as Senior Art Master, then Head of Art Dept.
1951- Teacher of Art & English at Bethnal Green Junior Commercial  & Technical College, evening classes. 1954 Head of Branch, Stepney. 
September 1968 joined St Paul’s Way School, Bow, as Head of Mill House.
Moved in 1968 from Ilford to Ingatestone, Essex.
Nov. 1968 Awarded University of London Diploma in Economics, Extra Mural.

Nov. 1973 Awarded University of London Diploma in Sociology, Extra Mural.

Sept 1974 moved to Moulsham High School, Chelmsford as Head of History Dept.

[Biography of JP Downs-contd.]

Revived 1st Ingatestone Scout group to save from closing.  

Sept 1976 appointed Head of Lower School, Moulsham
December 1978 Awarded Degree of Bachelor of Arts, Open University.

Summer 1983 Retired from full-time work age 60.
Took on role of part-time collector of Parish records for Essex Records Office

1991 moved to Old Rd Frinton on Sea, Essex.
Active in local scout group, church & retired business groups. Also governor of local primary school. 

Active in various organisations & associations eg Open University Graduates, military, regimental etc.

Became full-time carer for his wife, Grace, as she coped with physical frailty & memory loss.

Died on 21 April 2015 in Colchester Hospital after very short illness.
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